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Establish a technology-policy interface

to “enable environmental agencies and 

organizations involved in implementation 

of environmental law to better understand 

and take advantage of technology”

Recommendation 4 on Environmental Rule of Law:

UNEP (2023)

https://www.unep.org/resources/publication/environmental-rule-law-tracking-progress-and-charting-future-directions
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European Court of Auditors 
Special Report 21/2021

The Commission should […] extend [its] use, 

and promote Member States’ use of, 

geospatial intelligence including remote 

sensing techniques to better assure compliance 

with EU requirements concerning forest 

management and illegal logging.



Copyright: https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/legalcode



• Background

• after the CJEU's order in May 2021 to stop extraction 
activities, the Turów mine continued to operate. 

• From September 2021 the CJEU gave Poland a daily penalty 
of 500 000€.

• The Commission was responsible for checking any claims 
that coal extraction activities had stopped

The Turów mine dispute between Poland and the Czech Republic
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e.g. Enable checks 

on designations 

through data 

management

Compliance promotion 

by facilitating data 

access

Official databases

Geospatial information

& big data access

Analysts & Experts

Alert & warning systems,

Investigate cross-compliance

What it takes to assess compliance risk with EO

Assess 
compliance

Gather observations 

(e.g. reported monitoring, 
independent data from 

satellites, complainants, 
citizens)

Select spatial entities 

(e.g. designated areas, landfills)



11 https://envcrimes2024.esa.int/
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Article 49 – Scope of Copernicus

Copernicus shall comprise the following elements 

a) data acquisition, […]

b) data and information processing through Copernicus Services, 

which shall include activities for the generation of value-added 

information to support environmental monitoring, reporting and 

compliance assurance, civil protection and security services;

EU Space Programme (Regulation (EU) 2021/696)

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/AUTO/?uri=celex:32021R0696
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Lessons learned

• Legislation determines strongly to what extent EO can be used to support 

compliance

• There is large demand and potential for EO to provide both near-real time 

and historical information; myriad pilot projects – few operational ones

• the environmental compliance community in the EU (DG ENV + The Four networks)

is looking for an “entry point” to the Copernicus services

• What can which service offer? Conditions on use of the service? Who do I call?

• Building a technology-policy interface requires a sustained effort

https://www.environmentalprosecutors.eu/conference2023/files/sites/default/files/conference/files/Conference%20Statement.pdf
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Thank you


